Fire (Scotland) Bill

Stage 2 Amendment

Section 78

Colin Fox

In section 78, page 40, line 15, at end insert new sentence-

<It will be replaced by a new statutory advisory body, which will directly advise the Minister.>

________________________________________________________________________
Explanatory Note 
for Section 78 amendment

Section 78 abolishes the Scottish Central Fire Brigade Advisory Council (SCFBAC). This body has been a statutory requirement under the Fire Services Act 1947. . It involves stakeholders across the Service who advises the Minister responsible for the Fire Service.

The Minister chairs the meetings and therefore has been able to listen and take part directly in any discussions/debates. This affords the Minister the best opportunity to be informed and in turn to inform/advise Parliament.

There is a statutory obligation on the Minister to consult the relevant Fire Authorities and employees of those Authorities and in turn to advise the Scottish Parliament

No reason has ever been given as to why any new Advisory Body is proposed to be on a non statutory basis.

Due to the major role and additional powers that the Minister will undertake as a result of the Bill, in key areas such as Fire Safety, this responsibility will not be sufficiently or adequately underpinned by statutory obligation to ensure that they have the available expertise to advise on the duties especially in so far as they relate to the operational requirements which they impose in terms of the Act.  
It may be that the Scottish Ministers as advised by the civil servants intend to obtain such expertise. If so the Scottish Ministers should be open and transparent about such expertise including such matters as standing, source and extent.  
The Bill proposes that the SCFBAC is abolished and replaced with a more “dynamic” body, which will not include the involvement of the Minister and will be non statutory.

How can a Non Statutory Body, in which the Minister plays no part, constitute a “more dynamic” way of delivering advice to the Minister?

In turn, how can the Minister properly advise/inform Parliament without having a comprehensive advisory body to advise him/her?
