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THE FIRE BRIGADES UNION

SCOTLAND
…PRESS RELEASE…PRESS RELEASE…PRESS RELEASE…PRESS RELEASE…

For Immediate Release
5th December 2007
ALL EIGHT LIFE SAVING
EMERGENCY FIRE CONTROL ROOMS IN SCOTLAND  
SAVED
Emergency Fire Control Operators throughout Scotland are overjoyed at the announcement made today by Ministers that the new Scottish Government will not be taking any action centrally to reduce the number of Emergency Fire Control Rooms in Scotland.
In the Government statement, Ministers confirm that the views of those on the front line of the Service who work in Fire Control Rooms were a major factor in coming to this hugely important decision not to take any central action to close any of the eight Emergency Fire Control Rooms. This will not only safeguard the safety of Communities but will secure highly skilled jobs in the areas of Inverness, Aberdeen, Thornton, Dundee, Falkirk, Edinburgh, Johnstone and Dumfries. 
In addition, the Union welcomes the opportunity to engage further with the Scottish Government in the forthcoming consultation process which will look at exploring Minimum Standards of Resilience across Scotland. We will work with all stakeholders to ensure that all Emergency Fire Control Rooms are as best prepared as they can be to deal with national emergencies, as well as their local day to day incidents.
An opportunity also exists for the Union to play a significant role in the Review process of the Fire & Rescue Service Framework Document and to engage in discussions with Government and all stakeholders on ways of improving the Service and exploring the scope for more shared services such as standardising training & the procurement of equipment across Scotland, as well as considering the wider Fire & Rescue Service agenda in the context of community safety.  
This positive & constructive dialogue is clearly in the best interests of Fire Service professionals and the Communities we serve and we also look forward to engaging further with Local Government on these matters.
Ken Ross, Scottish Regional Secretary said: “This decision is a victory for common sense and public safety. Local Communities need local Emergency Fire Control Rooms, staffed by professionals who have experience, technical expertise and local knowledge. These Fire Control Operators’ lives have been put on hold for almost 4 years. Now they can plan for the future in the knowledge that their jobs are secure. This is the best Xmas present they could have received”
Roddy Robertson, Executive Council Member for Scotland said “This is a tremendous vote of confidence on the part of the Scottish Government for the dedication & professionalism of every Emergency Fire Control Operator in Scotland who rightly deserve recognition and praise”

“Just as important, every man, woman and child in Scotland will continue to receive the best quality public service in the country, that strives every day to keep them safe”

“We are particularly delighted that the Minister for Community Safety and his Officials have taken the time to meet with us on numerous occasions over recent months, listen to our concerns, consider our proposals and take on board our views”
“We look forward to continuing this positive relationship in the months and years to come, through working with all partners in the Service on the key issues. Our goal is a Service that is even more efficient and effective so that it provides a safe working environment for all staff and safety for our Communities.”
**Ends**

Notes For Editors
1.
Due to the Concordat, agreed between the Scottish Government & CoSLA, Revenue Funding allocations for Scottish Fire & Rescue Services will now be determined by Local Authorities.

2.
CoSLA, have consistently & publicly argued that all eight Emergency Fire Control Rooms in Scotland should be retained.

3.
All relevant Fire Brigades Union Scotland documents are available online at www.fbuwscotland.co.uk 
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