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THE FIRE BRIGADES UNION

SCOTLAND

…PRESS RELEASE…PRESS RELEASE…PRESS RELEASE…PRESS RELEASE…

For Immediate Release

30th January 2008

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT:

NEW SCOTTISH FIRE & RESCUE SERVICES 

ADVISORY UNIT
The Fire Brigades Union Scotland notes the statement issued today by the Scottish Government, wherein Fergus Ewing MSP, Minister for Community Safety, announced that the current HMI Inspectorate for Scottish Fire & Rescue Services would be replaced with a new Independent Advisory Unit.
The Union has always supported the concept of setting high standards for Fire & Rescue Services and for those FRSs to be independently scrutinised in order to ensure compliance with those standards and that the best possible quality of service is being provided. The people of Scotland rightly demand that their publicly funded life-saving emergency Fire & Rescue Services are providing a properly managed, safe, efficient and fit for purpose service. This can only be determined by being held to public and independent account, through proper audit & assessment.

It is also essential that information and advice to Ministers is a true reflection of the Services’ performances.

Roddy Robertson, Executive Council Member for Scotland said “We have always considered that the Service requires independent scrutiny & challenge. The HMI Inspectorate has always been independent from the policy makers; been able to assess and challenge performance; and has had direct access to Ministers, if required. 

“The new Advisory Unit maintains these vital elements, which is crucial in order to maintain the confidence of Service professionals and the public alike as well as ensure that an accurate assessment is made in order to identify the real status of how Fire & Rescue Services are performing and delivering our vital life-saving service to our local Communities. 

“We look forward to working with the new Advisory Unit in the months & years to come and hope that the Service as a whole will benefit from this new approach.

**Ends**

For Further Information Contact one of the following FBU Scottish Officials:

Roddy Robertson
Executive Council Member for Scotland
Mobile: 
07801-047-601

Ken Ross

Scottish Secretary



Mobile:
07801-047-602
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